THE PSYCHOANALYTIC STUDY OF THE FAMILY

The correla-
tions   of  love
and hate

The OCdipus
Complex

banished, very far from being incompatible with the existence
of a very genuine affection at the conscious level In view of
the conflicting nature of the tendencies that may be thus
aroused, it is not surprising that as psycho-pathological research
has revealed, hatred towards near relatives may be of very
considerable importance also as a determining factor in the
production of neuroses. It has, in fact, been found that a re-
pressed hatred may underlie a whole series of pathological
symptoms in precisely the same manner as a repressed love.
The love aspect of the family relationships itself however
often plays a part in dreams, both in a distorted and symbolic
representation and, more openly expressed, in a direcdy
incestuous form. In fact very frequently both love and hate
aspects may be combined in a dream or in a series of dreams
or set of pathological symptoms. In such cases love for one
member of the family is usually accompanied by jealousy or
hatred towards some other member who possesses or is thought
to possess the affections of the first. In its most typical form
this conjunction of love and hate aspects occurs in the attitude
of the child towards its parents. Here the dawning hetero-
sexual inclinations of the child (which, as Freud, and other
students of the mind, have shown, begin to manifest themselves
at a much earlier age than is often supposed, though full
heterosexual maturity is not attained, if ever, until after puberty)
usually bring it about that the love is directed towards the
parent of the opposite sex and the hate towards the parent of
the same sex as that of the child.
The feelings and tendencies in question have found ex-
pression in innumerable stories, myths and legends, in various
degrees of openness or of disguise, and with sometimes the
love and sometimes the hate elements predominating. It is
more especially in the myth of (Edipus, who unwittingly
becomes the murderer of his father and the husband of his
mother, that the ultimate nature of these tendencies is most
openly and powerfully revealed; and it is for this reason that
the combination of love and hate aspects with all the feelings
and desir.es to which they give rise has come to be shortly,
designated as the CEdipus complex1.
1 Or sometimes, in the case of women, the Electra complex; though
the Electra myth gives a rather less complete expression of the combined